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Editorôs Log 

Club Officers  

Here we are at the beginning of 

a new season, work to be done  
whilst dreaming of this summers 

programme. What better way to 
blot out all the media spun mis-

eries of ñle Crunchò than take off 

out of range of the telephone 
and enjoy the pleasures and 

challenges of life at sea. Go 
away in May etc! 

Donations 
Older members may remember 

that at the time of decimalisa-

tion, subscriptions were reduced 
from one guinea to one pound. 

This tradition of keeping the sub-
scription low is to continue.  

Donations are the lifeblood of 

the clubôs finances. They pay for 
keeper prizes at regattas, the 

small administrative costs of run-
ning the club and indeed the 

printing and mailing of this 
newsletter. Your Ã1.00 doesnôt 

go very far! This is a plea to 

those that donôt make a donation 
to send a cheque for whatever 

they feel appropriate, to the  
Hon Secretary so that the Club 

finances can continue to be kept 

in a healthy state.  
 

 David Du Boulay         Editor 
 Contact: 

 Telephone: 01436 821005 

 editor@rwyc.org.uk 

Commodore           Tim Henderson 
Vice Commodore   James Cochrane 
Rear Commodore  David Du Boulay 
Hon Secretary        Alistair Auckland 

 

Email  secretary@rwyc.org.uk 
Telephone      01436 678109 
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Savills Kip Regatta 
 9 ï 10 May 2009 

The event will take a similar for-

mat to recent years with five 

races planned over two days of 
racing. Courses will be windward 

ïleeward and windward-leeward-
triangles around specially laid 

marks. Notice of Race and Entry 

Form will be sent out to all en-
trants in recent years and are 

now available  on the Club web-
site - www.rwyc.org.uk. Sailing 

Instructions will be available in 
April 2009. 

Tighnabruaich Weekend 
18 ï 19 July 

The Kyles of Bute Sailing Club 

will again organise this event.   

Notice of Race, Entry Form and 
Sailing Instructions are available 

from Mrs F Brown, Rockcliffe, 
Tighnabruaich, Argyll. PA21 2BB 

Tel. 01700 811 546 email:-  

fionabrown@hotmail.com 

West Coast Muster  
15 - 16 August 

The Muster will take place in the 

general area of Craobh Haven 

and combine sailing with social-
ising. Your Committee are very 

keen to increase the support for 
this most enjoyable event. 

Please leave a space for it in 

your sailing calendar. Further 
details will be published in the 

next newsletter and on the web-
site. 

Committee News  

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting was 
held at The Western Club on 

24th February and was attended 
by 10 members. 

The accounts showed a smaller 

surplus than previously, due to a 
reduction in the Kip Regatta en-

try. The balance sheet remains 
strong with a sound reserve. 

Committee Changes. 
Vice Commodore Jeremy Glen 

asked to stand down due to in-

creasing commitments to Sailing 
in Scotland. He is currently a 

Flag Officer of CCC and Vice 
Chairman of RYA Scotland. He 

has made a considerable contri-

bution, not least by keeping his 
legal eye on the Clubôs General 

Rules and activities. Jimmy Coch-
rane was elected to take his 

place. 
Rear Commodore Mike Hardey 

also asked to stand down having 

spent many years being respon-
sible for the purchase and main-

tenance of the Clubôs ground 
tackle and racing marks. He is 

also the statutory gun keeper, a 

role he will continue to play. 
David Du Boulay takes his place. 

Stewards. Ronnie Barr, Jimmy 
Cochrane and David Du Boulay 

retire by rotation and Linsay 

Cully and Peter Dixon were 
elected for a period of 3 years, in 

their place. 
The Hon Secretary has served 

for 6 years and has said that this 
year will be his last. We seek 

therefore a willing volunteer to 

fill this post. If you are that per-
son please contact Tim Hender-

son. Tel: 01436 820256. 
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Navigation was intricate as we wended 
our way through the inner passages in 
waters sheltered from the ocean by a 
myriad of islands and skerries. It is all 
well charted, but many of the marks 
are simple perches and there might be 
ten in sight at any one time. As an indication of the intensity 
of the problem, on one passage of 30 miles we had 58 
planned navigational alterations of course and so you could 

not afford to relax. It made us wonder at the skills of the 
navigators of the fishing boats that ran the Shetland Bus tak-
ing supplies and agents to wartime Norway. They operated in 
winter with no navigation aids and still made good their land-
falls to wend there way through the unlit skerries to a shel-
tered rendezvous in the deep fjords. We have it easy today.  

NORDIC VAGRANT 

Over the years Vagrant has taken us to many beautiful 
places from Greenland to Guatemala, from Cuba to Chile 
and from Newfoundland to New Zealand but in 2008 we 
enjoyed one of the best ï Norway. 
 
 We had gone north to Shetland and from there across 
the North Sea to Ålesund, which even in May was throb-

bing with life. The harbour is buried in the middle of the 
city which had been completely rebuilt following a dev-
astating fire in the early 1900s. The architecture is 
highly decorated art nouveau and there is an elegant 
charm which is irresistible. 

 
 
 
As we moved north we were continuously surprised by 
the degree of development of the country and realised 

that the Norwegians have pumped vast amounts of oil 
money into infrastructure. bridges and tunnels or ferries 
link even the smallest islands and every few miles there 
was a man made harbour with a vast stone breakwater. 
Around every corner was another picture postcard per-
fect village; red and ochre farms and cottages clustered 
round harbours surrounded by manicured meadows with 
contented cows grazing under the shade trees. In the 
distance snow clad mountains provided the ideal back-
drop for the perfect vista.  

On 18 June we crossed the Arctic Circle and entered the land 

of the midnight sun. We cracked a bottle of champagne (a gift 
from your editor) and can report that high latitude has no 
adverse effect on bubbles.    In practice we had been enjoying 
24 hour daylight for some time but now the sun just dipped 
towards the northern horizon never actually setting. Itôs a 
strange phenomenon and upsets the body clock. Holidaying 
Norwegians seemed to cope by partying all night and we won-
dered whether the converse was true and they spent all win-
ter in bed.  

By Bill McLaren 


